BROTHERS OF HAZRAT-I-A*LA
your respective places on account of the great confusion that
is happening at Shajahanabad and the union of the French with
Salabat Jang."
Then he sent them to their respective siibas. For a
period of three years Hazrat-i-Ala was busy fighting continu-
ously man}- powerful enemies, patiently suffering all sorts
of difficulties, and during this period both the brothers,
in the pride of their independence, lost their regard for the
labours of Hazrat-i-Ala, and never helped him either with a
straw or the least farthing. They thought that the subas
belonged to them, and spent away all the revenues. However
many letters full of maxims and advice were sent from this
side of the sarkar, they never created the least impression on
them. Therefore Hazrat-i-Ala after he settled the affairs with
Nandraj, deprived the two brothers of their offices.
Although Abdu'l-Wahhab Khan Bahadur, his own brother,
did not draw up his forces in a hostile manner, yet on various
occasions and in many instances, he had distressed the mind of
Hazrat-i-Ala.
Muhammad Najibullah Khan Bahadur, on the other hand,
drew up the army in battle array, but he was besieged in the
fort of Nellore, dismissed from the post of na'ib to the nizamat,
and imprisoned. Later, he was released, and was honoured as
one of the intimate companions of Hazrat-i-A:la,
In the same manner, Muhammad Mahfuz Khan Bahaduri
came from Haydarabad during the days of the siege of
the fort of Phulcheri, and when he was entrusted with the
(1) Muhammad All sent an expedition in 1755 to Madura and Tinnevelly
with a view to bring them under his control. Colonel Heron was in chief
command. Mahfuz Khan Bahadur was in command of 1,000 horse of the
Nawwab, and Muhammad Yusuf Khan of 2,000 sepoys. Mahfuz Khan
was indifferent throughout. For details about his doings in the South, see
Caldwell, History of Tinnevelly, pp. 92-116; and Nelson's Madura Manual,
Part III, pp. 273-281.
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